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"TO FHE 
.R ipht Honourable 


Sir T Thomas! Pilkingron, K: 


Lord May Jo. 


OF THE 
TY. of LONDON. 


My Lord, 


of this Diſto 9 was mbte 


Weakneſr: jo, your Command x the 


only reaſon of # its appearing it pub, ich. 


T here is ſometimes a eſurre&tion of the 
Body Politick, when it bath been as it 
were dead and baried under Oppreſlion 
and Tyranny , w hich our ation 
(throngh the jd = Mercy, and by the 

h diighy 


$ yotir {roots PR 


{ than T cold re nably expets, 
being, conſcious to my. elf of my. own. 


HH] 


THY. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


for which they 


—"eAlmighty Power of God) hath lately 


Experienced ; a Mercy not only above 
our Deſert;, but Hopes : of which I am 
aſſured, not only your Lordſhip, but all 
True Proteſtants are.deeply' Cl : "and 
e begrtily thankful, 
it ir-another R glufrection hich i 
rreattd of; th8"Re farreftion of the" Sa- 
viour of Mankind, = of our own Bodies 
by vertue of bis : nocircumftantial, my 


ferent point, but the great Fundament 


of our Chriſtian Reli lagion ,. 4 ,. and in tha 
reſpe& (T hope) of more genera aſe. + E 


you may bave part, with all good ;C bri- 
flians, in this Reſurrefion at the lift 


Day to Immortality and Glory, and: En- 
Joyment of your Lord in E virlohing Bliſs, | 
x, ,and always Halt be the "R of, 


My Lord, - 
' Your mod ak | 
and obedient Servant, 


THO. MARIOTT. 
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For as yet they knew not the Scripture, That he muſt 


riſe again from the dead. 


pointed by our Church, for this 
Day ; guiding us to ſpeak congern- 
=... ing the loky: Myſtery of Chriſt's 
ReſurreQtion 3 Faſter-Day being kept by our 
Church, as a folemn Feſtival Day, and day of 
Rejoycing for the Miracle of Chriſt's rifing 
from the dead. Among our Feſtivals this ſeems 
to carry the' brighteſt ſplendour of Antiquity 
upon It , -it having been the practice. of the 
Church from the Apoſtles days downward, to 
keep this day in a more than ordinary folemn 
bg manner, 


SERMON 


*\Heſe words are part of che Goſpel ap> - 


A Sermon Preachd © 


— 


Of the 
rime of 
keeping 
Eafter. 
Vid. Epi- 
. Phan. cont. 
Heref. lib. 
3. Torn. 1. 


, cont. Sea, 


Audiang- 
TXM, 


$n, Antt- 
ech, Can.1. 


manner. It is the opinion of no mean Divines, 


that what the Apoſtle faith to the Cormthians, 
Let us keep the Feaſt, doth look to 'the ſpecial 
and Religious Solgnanjzation af the Feaſt of 
Fofter, having immediately befare ngade men- 
tion of Chriſt our Paſsaver. 

Great difference there was among the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians about Eafter, but this, goncern- 
ing the the, not the thing. Some kept the Paſs- 
over, or Eaſter, at the ſame time as the Jews 
kept theirs ; others afterwards, fo that this oc- 
caſtoned no ſmall ftir in the Church : yer here 


is may not be unworthy of your obſervation, 


Practice, concerning this particular, the Eaftern 
Church keeping Eafter wich the Jews before 
the Spring Sejſtice, the Weltern Church aker the 
Spring Solftice, or Equinoftial ; they did got in 
the early. days, next the Apoſtles, ſeparazsirom 
each other, bu, as occaſion leeved, Commupir 
cated together. This point was in, the Couch 
of Nice determined, that rhe Chriſtians ſhquld 
not fymbolize. with the Jews, nor with. them 
keep the Palover: before. the Spring Solſtice, 6 
Equinoftial, which was afterwards confirmed 
by the Syed of Antioch, and fo this diflerence was 
compoled. And Epray Ged ſend ug as bappy cams 


poſure 


that although they differed in their Opinion and 


—_—_— 
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pſure of theſe unhappy differences at this day among 
Proteſtants, as there was inthe Primitive Church of 
the difference” relating to the Feaſt of Eaſter. By 
what hath been ſaid of this early difference in 
the ancient. Church, concerning; the time . of 
keeping Eaſter ; - it is ſo much the, more evi- 
dent, that it always hath been the practice of. 
the Univerſal Chriſtian Church,i. ta keep Faſter 
Day with-a ſpecial Solemnity , - id memory of 
Chriſt's Reſurrection. We Ss 

It was no ordinary_Piety, :ſtrifnels, devoti- 
on, with which the Primitive Chriſtians were 
wont to keep this Solemnity, by-extraorditary: 
faſting ſometime before, the betcer.to humble * 
their Souls for their Sins, and prepate thetm.for: 
ſp-joyful a Feaſt; ; and great things 'do- they. 
ſpeak'of this day. A Great Council calls it, The Hn. 6. in 
great Sabbath. Gregory Nazjanzen. calls it; The 50, gr. | 
Feaſt of Feaſts,” and Solenmity of Solemnitits, | 48 p116b, ps. : 
excelling the reſt "of the Feaſts,:.cus: the Sun: doth. the 
reſt of the Stars. And in'the ſamie Oration calls 
it, the greateſt of days. .' S. Chryſoſtomigacs: {a far 5.chyr. 
as to tell us, - that this Solemiiity.:is/nor-only a mat, 34. 
Feaſt on Earth, but a Feaſt io-Heaven.: ,To.day ,yj,”" 
(faich-he, ſpeaking of Bafter-Day) » there is:Joyi un 
Earth, to day there is' Joy in: Heaven: :And the. 
gives this reaſon of it,” For if there be Joy in Earth . - 

| B and 


. 
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an Heaven, for one Sinner that repenteth ; ow much 
more Will there be Joy tm Heaven on this Day, when 
the whole World was extorted ont of the hands of 
the Devil ? 

From the Birch of Chriſt, the World began 
to expect great things from a perſon ſo born 
and attended with ſuch notable Signs and 
Wonders ; and till as he grew up, and youu 

Evidence of his Vertue and Power, the 
tations of men were moreraiſed and Rrengeh- | 
ned : But when he began to Preach, and 
work ſuch mighty Miracles as he did, how 
muſt Mens Hearts be affe&ted and filled with 
hopes of great deligns to be carried on by ſuch 
a Perſon'? bur ſee how the Scene was > Sy 
2 little while was it, and he on' whom all ahcie 
"Eyes and Hearts were fixed, was betrayed ; by 
_ _.... the vulpar abuſed, by the Governours con- 
-: ... dernned, by then Inftrumencs Executed, his 
Mands.and Feet nailed to the Groks : ; the Sun 
was under a Cloud, the objeft of the Worlds 
Hopes and Joy\expired, gave up. the Ghoſt, 
died, was buried, and lay for a while in the 
Grave, as other weak frail Mortals. What a 
diſappointment this was, and how they did 
| lament it, you may partly ſee by the Speech 
Lu, 24-21» of __ rwo Men going £0. Emmaus. We truſted 
that 


before the Lord Meayor. 
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that it had been he Wwhicb ſhould have redeemed Iſrael ; 
and beſides all this, to day is the third day face theſe 
things were done : by which it doth appear, how 
the Friends of Chriſt were pierced in his pier- 
cing, and their hopes buried in his Sepulchre. 
Bleſſed Day was ir now when the Lord aroſe, 
the Sun, though ſer a while, appeared again : 
a new Face came upon the World, the Ene- 
mies were brought under a Cloud, the Diſci- 
ples and Friends of Chriſt revived, their hope 
before (as it were). dead and buried, was a- 
ain raiſed togerher with their Lord and Ma- 
j any who roſe again, according to' the Scri- 
ptures, though for a while, eyen the Diſciples 
themſelves underſtood not thoſe places, which 
ſpake of his Reſurreftion. For as yet they knew 
not 2, Scripture, That be muſt riſe again from the 
dea 
. ' As to that part of the Text which relates 
-unto the Diſciples not knawing the: Scriprunes, 
at that time which referred -unto Chriſt's Reſur- 
reftion : We might from therice draw iſeveral 


Obſervations not unuſeful for us; bue that we 


purpoſe to apply our ſelves wholly to the-poinc 


of the Reſurrection, the: proper ſubject of the 
Day ; concerning which., we oolificks direc 


things. >" 
B 2 | 'X That 


EZ 


| 
| 
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I That Wcrording to: hy "— :Chrs jt Was to 
le apt ad 01 21 
L.»iFhap:Chriſt did oy and _ iſ "ep PA 
Fry according 1as the Scripture had foretold': for 
this is that which Saint John believed, and which 
he doth defignedly prove in this place. 

III. That there was a neceſſity Chriſt ſhould riſe 
agdin from the dead pwhich you have inthe word 
muſt, : for {o the Scripture did Ce; that he 
muſt rile again from the dead. - 

[. The firſt thing we enter upon, is to to ſhow, 
That according to the Scripture,the Meſſiah was to rife 
from the dead. "The Types in Scripture are mas 
ny to-this purpoſe.,” So. long ago as Adam this 
was typified, of whom weread, 'that ſoon af- 
ter his'Creation he was'caſt:Int6 a: deep ſleep, 
whilſt: the 'Woman' was: taken” out'of his ſide, 
and then awaked again: Thus the Second Adam 
Chriſt, 'of whom the-fuſt was'a type; lept- the 
fleepof Neath :and:fleeping hisfide was woun- 
detl, wherdout canie Water and Blood (which 
'gave being to-his Spouſe the Church) and then 
after X while he awoke, Tevived, and roſe a- 

aln.<:'2 3 
n Yori read bn ths was laid upon the Altar 
with the /Wood': Now” Aribam's Sacrificing 
his Son g thus in vill, was a type of God's giving 


is 


ite 


before the Lord Mayor. 
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his Son to be a Sacrifice in very deed : but 1ſaac 
for all this, came off, and was preſerved alive ; 


a Figure, that our Tſaac the Lord Jeſus, though 


really ſacrificed , yet ſhould riſe. again , and 
Death ſhould have no power over him. 
Many were the Conflicts of Sampſon with the 


Philiſtins, yvanquiſhing them time after time ; 


of whom we read how he carried away the 
Gates of Gaza, Poſtsind all, up to a high Hill; 


in all this a type of Chriſt, who was to have 


many {harp conflicts with the World and the 
Devil for us, and that he ſhould at the laſt, car- 
ry. away theGates of Hell and Death, that none 
could hold him. Sad was the: condition .of 
Jonas when he fled to Tarſhiſh, whenfollowed 
with a Tempeſt, when caſt into the' Sea, when 
in the-Jaws of the Whale, when in the Whales 
Belly, but yer he gets out in a ſmalltime, and 
appears again upon. dry land.  What-was.this 
but a type of Chriſt! comingito Tarſhiſh' im his 
Nativity,: followed with a perpetualand dread> 
ful forms in the Ocein of this World» all che 
while he lived,. ſwallowed up of Death,” lying 
in the Grave , and riſing again the third day? 
Truth ic ſelf ſo expounds | it, we "__ — 
hin. | ay 

; Beſides which Scripture-types, many are hed 
3790 Scripture- 
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Scripture-Prophecies that Chriſt ſhould riſe from 
the dead. The firſt Scripture which gives na- 
tice of a Chriſt, doth not only mention him 
as ſuffering and dying, bur as riſing, and vi- 
Gen-3-15- Etorious. If Thou ſhalt bruiſe h4s heel, noted his 
ſufferings; yer, -He ſhall bruiſe thy head, was a 
Prophecy of his Vietory, and made good when 
he-roſe from the dead. When the Patriarch Ja- 

cob bleſſed his Sons, he thus Propheſieth con- 
Gen.49-5- cerning Judah , Judah is a Lions Whelp, from the 
prey, my Son, thou art gone up, be ſtooped down, be 
couched as a Lion, who ſhall rouze him up ? Judah 

was the Tribe of which Chriſt came; and here 

is, even by the Confeſſion of the Jewiſh Do- 

&ors themſelves, a Prophecy of the Meſſiah : 

Chriſt it is that is here reſembled unto the Lions 
Whelp : in that it is ſaid, he ſtooped down, he 
couched, therein is ſer forth his ſuffering, when 

he bowed the Head, and gave up the Ghoſt : 

but this Lian is rouzed, and there's the Prophe- 

| cy of his Reſurreftion , and in that it is ſaid, 

Iid. Hip. Who ſhall rouzg bim up? thereby is noted (as I/- 
dore-expounds) that no Man ſhould do this but 
-hiniſelf.. When Balaam Prophefied of a Star 
that ſhould ariſe out of Jaceb, he plainly fore- 
'told, not only the ſetting of this Star in his.Paſc 
fon, but the riſing of ic again when he came 
| | out 


— ——__ 
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our of the Grave. And if the Book of Job was 
written by Moſes (as the learned conclude) then vid. 4- 


mach. An 


Job's ſaying, 1 know that my Redeemer liveth, is nat. z. 17. 


ſeveral tc- 


another Prophecy out of Moſes's Writings con» gimonics. 


. cerning Chriſt's Relurre&tion. 


From the Writings of Moſes let us proceed to 


' the Book of the Pſalms, where, Thou art my Son, 


this day have T begotten thee, is undoubtedly a Pro- 

phecy of the Reſurrection of the Meſſiah; for ſo 

Saint Paul interprets it, and ſhows, that hereb 

was declared and manifeſted, on the day of 

his Reſurre&tion, That Jeſus was the true and aa.r;.33.. 
eternal Son of the moſt high God.. And, as 

when it is ſaid; He ſhall drink of the brook in the P% 110.7... 
way, his Sufferings are foretold : So, when it is 


. ſaid, He ſhall lift upthe bead, his ReſurreQion is 


ſignified unto us. And again, Thou wilt not Pc. 16.10. . 
leave my Soul in Hell, neither wilt thou ſuffer thy holy 
one to ſee. corruption, is a clear place to this pur- 
poſe ; for David cannot herein ſpeak of him-. 
ſelf, who died and ſaw Corruption, as others; | 
bur he doth foretel how Chrift, that holy one, . 
ſhould not lie in the Grave till he ſaw corrup-- 
tion, as'others : nor his Soul continue in Hell, . 
bur his Soul ſhonld be'brought back, and 'uni- - 
ted unto his Body, and his Body raiſed out of - 
the Grave. Andin another place, where the - 
Plalmiſt : 


a 
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$, Cyp. in 
S) ms, A- 
Þyt, 


Iſa.9. 6, 7. 


Tf4.53. IQ, 


Plalmiſt ſaith, Tam as a man that bath no ſtrength, 
theteby is noted the ſuftering of Chriſt, and his 
lying/in the Grave; _ but then the following 
xwords, free among the dead, do ſhow his riſing 
again from the dead ; for he is {aid to be free 
among the dead, becauſe he could not be hol- 
den of death, as St. Cyprian expounds it. 

The Prophet T/aias in many places ſpeaks of 
Chriſt's Reſurre&tion ; for whenas he brings 
him in born in this manner, Hnto #5 a Child is 
born, unto us a Son 1s given, and then afterwards 
faith, that Of the increaſe of his Government and 
Peace there . ſhall be no end : he doth ſuppoſe his 
riſing from the dead, for had he continued in 
the Grave, there had been an end of his Go- 
vernment ; and therefore did he deſcribe him 
by the name Wonderful, not only in reſpe& of 
the wonderfulneſs of his Nativity and Death, 
but becauſe of the wonderfulneſs of his riſing 
out of the: Grave. ,And when the ſame. Pro» 
phet, having ſpoken at large of his Sufferings, 
his Death; and Burial, doth cell us, that not- 
withſtanding all this, he ſhould ſee his ſeed, and 
prolong his days;. it hath a neceſſary. reference to 
his -Reſurre&tion. Nay, ſo punctual are the 
Writings of-the Prophets, that they forerel the 
very time-when'Chriſt ſhould riſe, even on the 
ire ls third 
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third day. - Aſter two days will he revive us, .m the Hol 6. 2. © 
third day will. be.raiſe us up, and we ſhall live in bis 
fight. And in that the Propher ſpeaks in the 
lural number, it refers to thoſe alſo who did 
riſe with Chriſt, and attended upon him for the 
greater Solemnity” of this. day.. By all which 
we ſee, that according to the Scriptures, Chriſt 
was to riſe again. I proceed now to 
II. The ſecond point, which is to ſhew, That 
Teſus Chriſt the Son of the Virgin Mary, who was 
Crucified and Buried by the Jews, did moſt really and 
truly riſe again from the dead, according as theſe and 
many other Scriptures had foretold. Let us ſee what 
Witneſſes we can produce to prove-this. The ve- 
ry ſame day heroſe,he appeared ſeveral timesto 
ſeveral perſons. Firſt to Mary Magdalene, then to 
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary, as they were 
going together from the Sepulchre, then to the 
ewoDiſciples going toEmmays,then untoSt.Peter 
alone by himſelf;then unto the Diſciples as they 
were together, Thomas being abſent. To thele 
add his Apparitions at ſeveral other times. 
Eight days after his Reſurrection, he appeared 
to his Diſciples, Thomas being preſent : Aﬀrer 
this to ſeven of his Diſciples as they were filhing 
at the Sea of Tiberias : Again unto the eleven 


Diſciples as they were upon a Mount of Galilee. 
He 


Rs Pay an 
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He appeared unto above five htndred' of the 
Brethren at once, after that he was feen of 
James apart. The day of his Aſcenſion he was 
ſeen ro the Apoſtles on the Mount of Olivet, 
when he was taken up into Heaven; Laſtly, 
He was ſeen of St. Paul : and thefe were Wit- 
neſſes choſen before of God to bear record of 


his Reſurrection, as St. Peter tells us. True - 


Witneffes were they, no Decetvers, as the 
Keepers of the Sepulchre falfly reported, ſaying, 
Hs Diſciples came by night, and ſtole him: away whilſt 
we ſlept. See what an unhappy Dilemma Sc. 
Hiſtin doth-run thefe Keepers into : either it 
was falfe rhacthey: flepr; and fo, Liers are nor 
t6 be believed: or ir: wag'trie, and then how 
corffd'they tell what happened 2 Fooliſh mad- 
neſs, if they were awake, why did they ſuffer 
rt? I 'they-were'afſeep, how did they know 
> Enoughts there in the ſtory to- evince their 
Falfty, and to clear the Diſciples Innocency. 
And-in that Chriſt-was nor ſeen to one alone, 
but ro ſeveral together, eyen to- a great multi- 
emde, 'it ſhows they could nor be deceived in 
this matter. If any one ſhall ſay, theſe were 
his Diſciples and Friends, and therefore their 
teſtimonies not full enough to fettle our Faich 
m chis point, to theſe we might add the teſti- 
<a monies 
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monies of Enemies, - Let: Pilate be! the farlt, 
who was the Man that delivered: bins to the 
Jews to be Crucihed ; for after thele things vic. 7it- 
thus palled in Judea, Pilate, who was Goves- © 
Nour of Jeruſalem, nder. the Roman Emperour, 
wrote Letters unto Tiberius ' (in whole Reign 
Chrift was Crucifed) wherein he advertifed 
the Emperour of the Death of Chriſt, of the 
manner of it, of tbe Miracles be bad done in 
bis Life, as allo of his Relurre&ion,. tothe 
end that he ſhould adviſe and determine, whe- 
ther Chriſt ſhould not be held as a+ God, amd 
worſhipped as a God. So that here is the cefj- 
mony of Pate.to the Reſurreftion, who, no 
doubt, being their Chief Governour, haghthe 
beſt means to inform himſelf of the truth. To 
this add the teſtimony ef the Watch. Thele, 
moſt likely , were choice buſy Fellows pickt 
gut 0n purpoſe for ifuch a dehgn,. Gas der ithe 
defign be never fo bad; fame will be found to 
carry it 00) and what ſay they ? Some 9f the war. 28. 
watch came unto the City, and. fhowed wauto the chief © 
Prieſts all the things that were dene,'' They came, 
As it were, thunder firuck, looking>like ſoama- 
ny Ghoſts, with their hair fanding an ead;and 
tell all che tory of the Angels deſcending and 
rolling away the Stone; and Chriſt's riſing; = 
C2 4his 
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. This is. that which was done; and this-is-thar 


they tell them-: which was ſo plain, that nei- 


ther could the Chief Prieſts any way reſiſt the 
Evidence; but only through deſperate wicked- 


- neſs hire-the Souldiers, with money, . to blaze 
a'notorious lie .to cheat the''common people 
. with. So that here is the exprels teſtimony of 


the Watch, and the implicit teſtimony of the 


 High-Prieſtsthemſelves, to the truth:of Chriſt's 


Reſurre&tion. ' And was not 'Sanl; (afterwards 
called Paul) for ſometime, a notorious Enemy 


of Chriſt 2 yer afterwards proved he a moſt 


omongpons Witneſs of. his Reſurrection ? Now, 


-though-the Friends.of: Chriſt might have been 
ſuppoled not to-ſpeak'the'truth; yer; when: his 


moſt 'deſperate Enemies 'witnels the ſame, ir 
mult be acknowledged, that Chriſt did accord- 


ing to the Scripture, riſe again from the dead. 
Tfſuch a:mukitude of Earthly Witneſſes; Men, 


Women, Rich, Poor, Friends, Foes, Fews,Gen- 
tiles, be not enough ; yet ar leaſt the teſtimony 
of Heavenly Angels ought' to: be believed. 


-Whoſle are thoſe:words ? . He #-not: here, but is 


riſen: are-they-not-the words of a Heavenly 


'Angel ? and, if it may be: more convincing, 
St. Luke makes mention of. two Angels who 


allert this: though theſe be enough, yet 


we 
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we add to theſe the tellimony of the Spirir 
ſent down upon the Apoſtles, on purpoſe 
to impower them to be Witneſſes unto 
the Reſurrection of Chriſt c—_— the 
World. 

And who can think all this ſhould be to give 
ceſtimony to a Reſurrection that was not every 
way true and real ? Some Hereticks in the Pri- 
mitive Times, had the impudence lo to teach, 4:inſt 


this opini- 


that as Chriſt died in appearance only, ſo hr 
did rile only 1 in appearance ; it will therefore RT 
be convenient in this place to ſhow, that Chriſt om ns 
did truly and really riſe from the dead in the 

very lame Body, Fleſh, and Bones, which was 
Crucified, and what ever tended to the perfe- 

ion of the human nature. Thoſe unto whom 

he appeared, knew him to be the ſame who 47-23:% 
had converſed with them before. The verity ** © © 
of Chriſt's Reſurrection, doth. Aquinas ſhow by 

many Arguments, both in reſpect of his Body 
and'Soul. That it was a true ſolid Body i in which 

he roſe, no fantaſtick, aerial Body, is evident, 
becauſe he offer'd it: to be ſeen and felt; now, 

a Spirit hath no Fleſh and Bones, ,as they ſaw 

and felt: he had, And that it. was a true chu: 

man Body , was evident to them all by the 
ſhape of it. And. that it was' the: very Jame 

| humane 
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humane Body in which he lived and died, he 
evidenced by ſhewing them the prints of the 
Nails in his Hands and Feet, and of the Spear 
in his fide. It any wonder at this, thar Chrift 
{hould riſe again from the dead with Scars,they 
are to know, that this was not for arty weak- 
nels, or inability to cure them, but for the ad- 
vancement of his own Glory, who therefore 

carries them as perpetual badges of his 6wn 
MEE Victory and Triumph. As it ſome yaliagc 
gf Man, who had received Wounds in the War 
<ir fois for his Conntry , having a Skilful Chirurgeon 
44a, thatcould cure them wichout Scars, ſhould-de- 
*. fire him foto curethem, that the Scars might 

remain as Badges of the ſervice he had done his 
Le, Serm. Comnry. The Scars would Chriſt bave-to re- 
fomeDom. main alſo, that hereby the Hearts of the ID:ſci- 
1269: fa ples might be.confirmed in the Faith of his'Re- 
cnſtentiſi= furre&tion ; and therefore ſhowinp.them to The- 


renorror mas, he ſaich, Be wot ſaithleſs, but believing.” And 
ram in Dei this is {o ordered (faith Aqumas) that-the dame 
ceforan ned, at the day of Judgment, may hence per- 
rm ee cerve how juſtly they Her Drs. bara patſed 
Sucre. pen them, when they ſhall Tee him whom 

they have. pierced. Of the hilmane Soul-ie- 

united to his Body, hegave Enidence, after-he 


aroſe, 'by che Operations of it. This realy 
4 of 
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of Chriff's Refarrefion in the very ſame nn- 
merical Body which was Crucifted and Buried, 
with che fame humane Sou! united unto ir, 


which did before animate it, is well exprefled, 


by our- Church, in the Book of Articles in Ecclſ: 
net, At, 


theſe words, 'Cbriſt did truly rife again from death, 7, 
and took again his Body with Fleſh «nd Bones, and 
all things appertaining unto the perfeftion of Man's 
nature. fa which laſt words we are taught how 
his humane Soul was united to the ſame nume- 
rical Body which had been laid in the Grave ; 
this in a ſpecial manner belonging to the per- 
fection of the humane nature. | 
This real Reſarretion did Chriſt effe&t by 
his owa power; as the' Text ſhows, and the 
Scriptures foretold ; for the Scriptures did not 
oily foretel, ! that he: ſhould be raiſed from the 
dead, but rhac he ſhould Rife again from the 
dead, which ſhows it to be hi own 4#.. When 
the Phlmiſt ſich, He ſhall lift ap the bead, it is 
to the ſame ſenſe as thoſe words of his own, 
Deſtroy this Temple, and 1 will raiſe it up again. This 
was' the Evidence (and a ſufficient one) that 
he was the true Meſſiah, the Son of God, and 
Saviour of the World. Bur chen it is to be un- 
derſtood, that this was not aſter the Socinian 
Mode; who hold; that God the Father raifed 
Ss Chriſt 
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Chriſt ro Life, and Chriſt being reſtored to Life, 
did lift and raiſe his Body out of the Grave, as 
the Man ſick of the Palſie raiſed himſelf from 
the Bed, or as we ſhall. raiſe our ſelves out of 
our Graves at the ſound of thelaſt Trump. And 
they tell us, this was all that Chriſt could do ; 
bur if this was all, Chriſt might as well have 
ſaid, Deftroy this Temple, and any one of you 
may raiſe it up; for when God had reſtored life 
unto it, any one of them might have lifted it 
up, and raiſed it out of the Grave, and have 
ſhewed it alive. We deny not but ſometimes 
in Scripture the Reſurrection of Chriſt is attri- 
buted to the Father, and ſometimes to the Ho? 
ly Ghoſt, but it is allo attributed to himſelf, 
who, as he freely laid down his Life for us, ſo 
did he, by his own Power, raiſe it up again ; be 
was not only paſlive in it, but active : Nor let 
any object and ſay, What then needed the An- 
gel to be ſent before to roll away the Stone, if 
Chryſel, Serm. 76. Avec © ©OnId raile himſelf our of the 
w/o » pang _ Grave ? for the Stone was not rol- 


ſed ut Dominam mundo jam re- led away, by the Angel, ſo much 


ſurrexiſſe monſiraret : conſervs 


ad credendum daret fidem, non LO NG his B ody P aſlage out, as tO 

ad reſurgendum Domino prafts- give his Diſciples paſlage into the 
ret auxiltum, . . 

Grave, to behold the reality of his 

Reſurrection; otherwiſe, he who came in 

while 


——__ 
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while the door was ſhut, could as well have 
came out while the Grave was ſhut. Elizeus 
raiſed another, not himſelf : the Apoſtles rai- 
led others, yer cannot raiſe themſelves : but vid. ze. 
Chriſt raiſed himſelf by his own power, which xj 
ſhews the Excellency of his Reſurrection above 74.. 
the Reſurrection of others. By all which you 
lee our ſecond point fully cleared, that as the 
Scripture had foretold Chriſt ſhould riſe, ſo did 
Chriſt really riſe, and in the ſame manner. 
. HI. We have one point more, That there 
was a neceſſity Chriſt ſhould thus riſe from the dead; 
intimated in the word muſt. For ſo the Scri- 
ptures did declare, not only that there was a 
conveniency thathe ſhould riſe, that it may be 
he would riſe, it may be not, but that be muſt 
riſe again from the dead. Beſides, the fulfilling 
of all the Scriptures foretelling it, a double ne- 
ceſlity there was ofChriſt's riſing from the dead, 
namely; in reſpe of himſelf, and in reſpe& 
of us. 
_ Firſt, In reſpect of himſelf, it was neceſlary, 
that hereby he might evidence himſelf ro be 
the true Meſſiah, who was to come, and no 
Impoſtor, as the Jews blaſphemed. This was 
a ſpecial ſign of him who was to be the crue 
Meſſiah, and therefore when the Pharilees al 

D e 
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| led upon him for a Sign, he inſtanced in his 


Reſurrection, which was enough to convince 
them ; and from hence Saint Peter draws his 
Concluſion, Therefore (namely, becauſe he hath 


raiſed him from the dead) let all the Houſe of 


Iſrael know, that God hath made that ſame Jeſus both 
Lord and Chriſt. Part of the office of Mediator- 
ſhip, was Executed on Earth, but part thereof 
was to be Executed in Heaven ; he ought to. 
be Prieſt, Prophet, and King, not only a lit- 
tle while here on Earth, butfor ever, -his King- 
dom was to be an Everlaſting Kingdom ; now, 
in order to the execution. of that part of his 
office of Mediatorſhip which was to- be done 
in Heaven, neceſſary was it that he ſhould riſe 
from the dead. | 
Secondly, This was neceſlary in reſpe&t of 
us, were it but to remove from. us the ſcandal 
of the Croſs. Unto the Greeks nothing ſeem- 
ed more ridiculous, than that men ſhould- pro- 
feſs to rely upon a Crucified Chrift for Salya- 
tion : and to the Jews this was a great ſtumb- 
ling-block : how could this great offence, ari- 
fing from his ignominious-death, be removed, 
had he not roſe from the dead > Religion had: 
been left in. a bad caſe, if Chriſt had not riſen. 
The Gentiles Religion, at that time, was no. 
better 


_ 
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better than lrreligion : the Jewiſh Religion 
was now grown ſuch a Yoke and Burden, that 
the World grew weary of it, and twas thought 
by the wiſeſt, that it was bigh time there 
ſhould be an end of that Yoke : ſo that, had 
not Chriſt riſen, the Chriſtian Religion, which 
was now to be the ſtanding Religion, had been 
but tottering, and all the Profeſſors of the ſame 
would have ſneaked away when they ſaw the 
Founder of their Religion conquered by death, 
and not able to riſe again. Had not Chriſt 
riſen, our Faich and Preaching had been in 
vain. What profit had there been in his Blood 
if he had not riſen? Surely none, but we had 
ſtill been in our fins; that therefore the coſt 
of his Blood might not be in vain unto us, nes 
ceſlary was it that he ſhould riſe again. As alſo 
that we. might have a teſtimony of the Father's 
ſatisfaction. Chriſt undertook to be Man's 
Surety, to diſcharge his Debts, and thus made 
himſelf the Debtor (as you heard very well 
. explained laſt Friday) ſo long as the Debtor is 
in Priſon, it.is 2 ſign the Debt is not ſatisfied : 
therefore, thit we might be afſured the Debr is 
fully fatisfied , the Priſoner muft be let our, 
Chriſt muſt riſe, the Swery. being ſer ar liberty, 
now we are begotten unto a lively hope by 

D 2 the 
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the Reſurre&ion of Chriſt from the tad. Far” 
.neceſlary it was Chriſt ſhould riſe, as the firſt 
fruits of our ReſurreCtion, in which reſpe& one 
Jef Mar. of the Fathers well calls Chriſt , The Captain of 
p Gra” our Reſurrefton, leading the way to us that are 
4 to follow. The Law concerning the Firlt- 
—_ fruits is ſer down in Leviticus, in which we may 
10. 6c, obſerve, that the lifting up the Sheaf before 
the Lord, did note Chriſt's riſing out of the 
Grave : and, as thoſe Fruits had the name of 
Firſt-fruits, becauls they were the firſt that 
were oathered ; ſo was Chriſt the firſt that roſe 
from the dead, the firſt that roſe in Incorrup- 
tion, the firſt that roſe unto preſent participa- 
5.09.46, tion of Glory : for all who, we read, were rai- 
#7. ſed before him, did die again to rake a larger 
7u.Mat. Draught of that Cup they had before but ra- 
adorthod. {ted of : fo that their ReſurreCtion was imper- 
$.-" 8, fect and incompleat , but Chriſt was the firſt 
57:14, that ever'roſe by a full, compleat, and perfect 
Reſurre&ion unto. the preſent participation of 
Glory. But that is not all, the Firſt-fruits had 
a ſpecial reference unto all he reſt, ſo that all 
the Sheafs in the Field were holy by the ac- 
ceptation of that ; and- in that Cliiſt is ſaid to 
be the Firſt-fruits of them that ſlept; it ſhews, 
that he roſe for us, that our. duſt might be 


ſanRtified, 
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ſanRified, our Mortality conſecrated to Eter- 
nity. Chriſt's Reſurreftion hath an influence 
upon us in order to a twofold Reſurre&tion; a 
Reſurrection from the Grave of Sin unto the 
Life of Grace, and to the Reſurre&ion of our 
Bodies ; for, belides, that it is a ſtrong argu- 
ment for the poſhbility of our riſing (the ſame 
power that raiſed Chriſt, being able to raiſe 
us) it hath the influence of an efficient cauſe 
upon our Reſurrection, he riſing not as a pri-. 
vate Perſon, but as a publick Principle ; if the 


Head be raiſed; the Members ſhall alle rife. 


——_ 


INFERENCES. 


If Chriſt be riſen, according as the Scriptures 
declared there was a neceſſity he ſhould, then: 
will he undoubtedly come to Judgment ; for 
why role he, but to receive all Power in Hea- 
ven and in Earth. Know this, That God hath'*8: 7: 
appointed a day Where be will judge the World by. 
him, whom be hath raiſed from the dead. Than: 
which nothing: can be more terrible: to ſuch 
who are the Enemies of Chriſt, and lead an: 
ungodly Life; he whom Death and Hell could 
not hold, how ſhall any thing hold him from 
revenging, himſelf to the. full, upon ſuch = 
Lo ſhall 


k 


142.24 A Sermon Preach'd 
/ 


LY 


ſhall be found his Enemies ? If he were in the 
Grave, then you might {wear and curls, and be 
intemperate and unclean,and break all hisxCom- 
.mands, dreaming of Impunity ; but confider, 
© Chriſtians, "tis not a dead but a living Chriſt 
you thus diſhonour, who will come to call 
you to an Account; who, as he will be a 
bountiful Rewarder of them that ſerve him, 
ſo will he be a moſt powerful Revyenger of che 
Injuries offered him?! | | 
We will not enlarge upon fo ſad a Me- 
dictation at this time, 'tis a day of Joy, and 
much comfort is there in Chriſt's ReſurreQion, 
eſpecially to thoſe who believe in his Name. 
If on any day you lift up your ſelves with Joy, 
then on this day when Chriſt did riſe, and lift» 
<d up his Head out of the Grave, the Jubilees 
in old time were the Figures of the Joys in this 
acceptable time ; for by the Reſurrection of 
Chriſt every true Believer is {et free from the 
hands of his Enemies, his Treſpaſles forgiven, 
he is reſtored again to his intereſt in that Hea- 
venly- Poſſeſon which was loſt in the tranſ- 
grefſion of Adam. Here is comfort againſt the 
fear of Death ; how may you triumph over. 
Death and the Grave? 0 Death, where # thy 


your 
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your ſelves, Death can have no Victory over 

you. Tertullian doth excellently and comfort- 7:mur, js. 

ably treat upon this point. The Body (faith 57,99% 

he) is as it were the Hinge of Salvation ; as we _ 

fee in Baptiſm, the Fleſh is waſhed and {prinkled 

with Water, that the Soul may be cleanſed. 

And when the Holy Ghoſt was given by lay- 

ing on of hands, the Body was ſhadowed by 

laying on of hands, that the Soul might be en- 

lightened with the Holy Ghoſt. Thus in the 

Sacrament of the Lord's s Supper, the Body ears 

and drinks the Bread and Wine, Chriſt's Body 

and Blood Sacramentally , thar the Soul may. 

feaſt upon Chriſt, and be ſatisfied. It- cannot 

therefore be imagined (as the fame Father well. 

argues) that the Body and- Soul being rhus 

joined in the Acts of Religion, ſhould be fepa- 

rated in the Reward: Nay, we may further 

cake notice; that where the work of Grace is 

cruly wrought, the whole Man is renewed, 

the Body as well as the Soul; ſo then, if the 

| Body be not raiſed, the new Man ſhould be 
deſtroyed, the Soul alone not making the new 

Man, bur in conjundtion with the Body. Suffer 

not therefore any to ſhake or: anſnls you in 

this great- Foundation-Doftrine of the Reſurs 


rection. "Tonga Heathens and Epicures may 
laugh 
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Vid. in. laugh at this as an old Wifes Fable, though 
im Atheiſts and Hereticks may (coff at it as a 
©  Childiſh Vanity and Madneſs; yet, be nor 
ſhaken, though it be a Do&rine above reaſon, 
ic is not againſt reaſon. The Apoſtle fo ar- 
gues before King Agrippa, Why ſhould it be thought 
a thing unreafonable with you, that God ſhould raiſe 
the dead? God's word muſt be made good, 
for he 1s as infallible in his word as in his na- 
ture ; now, his word is, That all who are in the 
duſt ſhall awake, and all that are in the Grave ſhall 
hear Chriſt's Voice, and come forth. As for thoſe 
who talk of 1 know not what Vehicle of the 
Soul, to which it ſhall be then joined at the 
great day, other than the Body, in which it 
here dwelt in this World, and which is laid in 
the Grave, it is not only contrary to the Scri- 
* Eriphan. pture , but to the NoCtrine of the ancient 


cont, Hereſ, 


lib..Tm, Church ®, which conſtantly teach, that the 
F, tem in 


li. #ncto. lame Body which is laid in the Grave ſhall be 
rar. fuſe. raiſed, which can no way be ſaid of that ima- 
__ gined Vehicle, which neyer was in the Grave. 


real, lib. For your farther confirmation , conſider the 
4, R To - . . = . » ; 
5 "7+ point of Juſtice and Equity, if it doth not re- 


PP: 2. quire that there ſhould be a Reſurrection of 


og the dead, in the very ſame numerical Bodies, 
"Arcn. . 


c2.11. for how elle ſhould eyery one be rewarded: 
| according 
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according to his Works ? How can it ſtand 
with the rule of Juſtice, that one Body ſhould 
ſerve God, and ſiffer for God, and another 
Body ſhould be rewarded ; that one Body 
ſ{houldSin,and anotherBody ſhould be damn'd ? 
As Chriſt did riſe in the ſame Body which died, 
ſo ſhall all men riſe in their own Bodies. | 

Many indeed are the vain Scruples of Athe- 
iſtical Spirits againſt this DoErine of the Re- 
ſurreQion of the Body, as, how it is poſſible, quis 
when crumbled into duſt, and one Man's duſt Zr _ 
mixed with another; nay, it may be, one Man his Tte-- 
' devoured by another, and turned into his ſub- By Yoffi, 
ſtance : How it is poſſible, that a Man being 7%% 
eaten by Fiſhes, thoſe Fiſhes again eaten by prew., 
Men ; that after ſo many mutations, changes, & &. at 
mixtures, alterations of Mens Bodies, they in 
ſhould be raiſed the very fame Bodies, and "2-43: 
every one have his own Body ? But if you be 
Chriſtians who have ſuch thoughts, give me 
leave to ask you what the firſt Article of your 
Chriſtian Faith is: Is it not this 2 That God 
is Almighty? If you. believe this, it will be 
ealy to believe the Reſurre&tion of the dead 
aſter never ſo many changes, - ſince that to Om- 
+ nipotency all things are poſſible. And cer- 

E tainly 
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* az. d gily * this DoEtride coricerriig the riſing of 
Ctv, Dei. | 4 . : ef 5b > Ps 

16,10 the fatrie Body, is far more reatonable chan 
cums /- their Opinion who held tran{migration- of 
"#1 Souls, or the paſſing of Souls into ſeveral Bo- 


ditur re- 
werti ſeme! dies, as St. Auſtin argues. 
corporapro- -But why thould we deny that power to 
69S. pa God, which we fee, (in a manner) in the 
06-99, Creature ? Lay a heap of all forts of duſt to- 
gether, Duſt of Gold, Silver, Tinn, Wood, 
[ton, apply the Loadftone to this heap of duft, 
and it will ſever the Duſt of the Iron from all. 
the reft, and draw it to it ſelf : and ſhall we 
not believe, that God can know eyery. Man's. 
peculiar Duſt, and [feparate it from the reſt, 
_ yea, and raiſe it up to Heaven? 'Liook again 
iro Nacure, ' and you may fee enough to. 
ſtrengthen your Faith in the /Reſurreftion of 
the dead. Conſider the Yaily Refurre&tions. 
in the Wotld, and ybu'may ee our Reſurre- 
Atonſhadowed ih the Day and Night : 'The 
Siftyſers arid riferh again ;: freryou-nor the Fruits 
of the Field, Herbs, 'Plants, Trees ? do they 
not dis; [as it were in the Winter, andilive a- 
Trepb.pa- BAIN if the! Spring 2... ddth-not-the Corn Men. 
ria. owe; : die- and rife 'apain ?: - Theophilus -Pacri> 
«1 auel. 5x6 of Antioch, follows this Argumentat large. 
$*15 +3 ATs. 
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St. Ambroſe, and'-leveral-others of the ancients 5, 4% 
urge. the Phenix -to prove the -RefurreCtion ; 1.5. cap. 
which inftance is ſo common, I need nor ſpend * 
time in relating ir. Let us oblerve the work- 
ings of God in our ſelves; and we ſhall have 
no cauſe to doubt the Relurre&ion of our 'Bos 
dies. Conſider of what a ſmall beginning, ar 
our Conception, God raifeth ſo goodly a Stru- 
cure as our Bodies, and you mult acknow- 
ledge him able to raiſe them again. Nay, of 
what did God make Man at firſt ? Did he not 
make us of nothing? Now, conſider, whe- 
ther it be an ac of greater power to raiſe a 
Body at the laſt day, of ſome matter yet re- 
maining , or at firſt to make it of nothing. 
Therefore, with Polycarp, we may look upon Ph. Ep. 
him who denies the Refurre&ion of the dead, YOM 
as the: farſt begotten, and eldeft Sort of the Devil. 
.. What Enemies need Believers fear, if Chrift 
be riſen? He that was too hard for Death, 
will be too hard for any of your Enemies. He 
who hath overcome the great Goliah for you, 
can he not overcome the leffſer Phihſtms ? What 
Calamities or Miſeries can you fall into, but 
you may fetch comfort out of Chriſt's Refur- 
reion to ſupport you under them? Hethar 
raiſed himſelf from the dead, hath power to 

E 2 deliver 
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deliver us from all evil. This was Job's Coms 
fort in all his Aﬀfi&tions, the ſumm of whoſe 
Argumeat is this, God will raiſe me up at the laſt 
day , therefore undoubtedly he is able (if ir 
ſtand with his own Glory, and my g00d) to 
life me up from this Dunghil again. 

Have you parted from Believing Wcions! 2 
there is no reaſon to mourn as thoſe without 


Hope, fince Chriſt is riſen, and will raiſe them 


'again to Life. And why ſhould we trouble 


our ſelves over-much at the Frailty and Infir- 
mities of theſe Bodies ? Chriſt is riſen, accord- 
ing to the Scripture, and this corruprible ſhall 
put on Incorruption, this mortal ſhall put on 
Immortality. 

To conclude all, Is Chriſt riſen ? Let. us 
every one look into our ſelves, and ſee what 
power the Reſurrection of Chriſt hath had up- 
on our: Hearts. Riſen he is, but is he riſen in 
our Hearts ? What ſhare have we in his Re- 
ſurrection ? Good Chriſtians feel the power of 
his Reſurre&ion, quickening them unto Holi- 
neſs. If we can truly ſay, he bath quickened 
us together with Chriſt, that would be ſome- 
thing to the purpoſe. There is a ReſurreQtion 
of Souls here, and of Bodies hereafter ; 'ris the 
Reſurrefion of our Souls here from the death of 

Sin 
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Sin unto the Life of Grace, thatis,' the Fruic-of 

Chriſt's ReſurreCion in all who arefor Erernal 

Happineſs. He that hath parc in this firſt Re» 

ſurretion, the ſecond Death: ſhall have no | 

power over him. Let us learti to-live as thoſe ; 

who believe; Chriſt's Reſurre&ion:z'; ſeeking 

thoſe things that are above, where Chriſt ſit- 

teth at the right hand of. God:' - It is the moſt 

unbecoming Frame for a Chriſtian ro:be Earch> 

ly minded ; for a Man to be graſping after the 

World; to have his Heart ſet upon his Cove- 

rouſneſs, to be loading himſelf with chick 

Clay, to be ſtill crying, Give, give, never to 

be contented with theſe outward things, with 

the Hog to be rooting in the Dunghil, and 

wallowing in the muck and mire of the World ; 

Is this to live as becometh one who profeſſeth 

himſelf to. be riſen with Chriſt 2 No aſſiiredly. 

If we be Chriſtians; let us'not inordinately 

mind theſe things, let our Hearts be where 

our Head Chriſt Jeſus i is, let us ſeek the Man- 

ſions Chriſt hath prepared for us. For our 

Hearts to be panting after Chriſt as the Hart 

panteth afcer the water Brooks, every day to 

have our ſet times of Communion with God 

and Chriſt, to be angry at what ever draws 

our Hearts aſide from Heavenly things, to be 
frequent 
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frequent. in Holy: Comtemplations, pondering 

in our thoughts the weightineſs of that Crown 
of Glory prepared for us, to be in daily long- 
ing expeCtations.of the coming and appearing 
of-dur- bleſſed Saviour; this is to live as be- 
comes: thoſe who believe Chriſt is riſen, ac- 
cording to the Scripture: To whom with the 
Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and 
Glory, now and-for evermore:- Amen. © © 
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